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“Kenneth Shear Civil Gideon Legal Justice Essay Competition” 

 
The Philadelphia Bar Association and Philadelphia Bar Foundation are 
pleased to announce the “Kenneth Shear Civil Gideon Legal Justice Essay 
Competition and Scholarship Fund”. 

 
The purpose of the Kenneth Shear Essay Competition, which will be held 
annually, is to award a scholarship of $1,500 to a second or third year law 
student from one of the Philadelphia area law schools who writes the best 
short essay on the subject of Civil Gideon (i.e., the concept of a legal right 
to counsel in civil cases in which basic human needs are at stake). Within 
six months of receiving the Award, the scholarship recipient will provide, 
on a strictly volunteer basis, under the direct supervision of the Executive 
Director of the Bar Foundation, 40 hours of service assisting the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation in its activities with the Philadelphia Bar 
Association Civil Gideon and Access to Justice Task Force, the statewide 
Civil Legal Justice Coalition and/or a future statewide Access to Justice 
Commission, or with another Philadelphia Bar Foundation project dedicated to 
promoting equal access to justice. 

 
The Bar Association and Bar Foundation also recognize the importance of 
excellence in legal analysis and writing skills, and seek to honor a student 
enrolled in an ABA-approved Philadelphia-area law school for authoring 
such a top-quality competition submission. The following information is 
provided to encourage your participation in the Competition. 

 
ELIGIBILITY 

 
This Competition is open to full- and part-time law students who have 
completed at least one year of study at one of the following six institutions: 
Drexel University School of Law, University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
Rutgers School of Law - Camden, Temple University James E. Beasley 
School of Law, Villanova University School of Law and Widener 
University School of Law (Delaware Campus). Students must be in good 
standing at their institutions. The submission may not have been published 
previously, although it may have been prepared in connection with a law 
school course or for a law journal. The submission also may not have been 
submitted for any other competition during the time it is under consideration 
for this Competition, until after the time when awards are announced. The  
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submission must be the work of one author alone (joint submissions will not 
be considered), and the author must certify that the submission has been 
prepared without substantial editing from others. 
 
TOPIC 
 
Candidates must submit a law review quality submission on “Civil Gideon.” 
Kenneth Shear served as Executive Director of the Philadelphia Bar 
Association until December 31, 2013. His final year as Executive Director 
(2013) also marked the 50th anniversary of Gideon v. Wainwright, 
establishing the right to counsel for the indigent in serious criminal matters. 
Few such rights have been recognized in civil matters where basic human 
needs such as shelter, safety, health, sustenance, and child custody are at 
stake. That is why the subject of the essay has been selected as “Civil 
Gideon.” 
 
AWARDS 
 
The author of the First Place submission will receive a cash award of $1,500, 
and within six months of receiving the award will provide, on a strictly 
volunteer basis, under the direct supervision of the Executive Director of the 
Bar Foundation, 40 hours of service assisting the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation in its activities with the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Civil 
Gideon Task Force, the state-wide Access to Civil Justice Coalition and/or 
future statewide Access to Civil Justice Commission, or with another project 
of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation aimed at promoting equal access to 
justice. 
 
If the Bar Association and Bar Foundation, in their sole discretion, 
determine that it is appropriate, they may also award Second and Third 
Place prizes along with the requirement of serving as a volunteer with the 
Bar Foundation. 
 
The Bar Association and Bar Foundation also reserve the right to make no 
awards or to issue fewer than the maximum number of available awards if 
no submission is qualified. 
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JUDGING 
 
A committee of practicing attorneys, representatives from each of the six 
law schools identified above, and judges will evaluate the submissions for 
the purpose of granting the awards. The submissions will be judged 
anonymously. The following criteria will be evaluated by the Competition 
judges: 

 
•  Thoroughness of research 
•  Depth of analysis 
•  Organization of analysis 
•  Writing style 
•  Form, quality and placement of citations 
•  Conformity with rules of the Competition 

 
 
RULES 

 
All submissions: 
 

•  Must certify that the student understands the obligation to serve as a 
volunteer as outlined above. 

 
•  Must be no longer than 10 pages or 2,500 words, whichever is shorter. 

The 2,500-word limitation refers to the text of the 
submission; footnotes may be a maximum of 1,000 words (in 
addition to the 2,500 word maximum for text). Do not use 
endnotes. 

 
•  Must be in 12-point Times New Roman font. Footnotes must be in no 

smaller than 10-point Times New Roman font. 
 
•  Must use citations that conform with either Darby Dickerson & the 

Association of Legal Writing Directors, The ALWD Citation Manual: 
A Professional System of Citation (4th ed., Wolters Kluwer 2010) or 
Harvard Law Review Association, et al. A Uniform System of 
Citation (19th ed. 2010) 
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•  Must be in seminar paper or law journal article format only; 

submissions in the form of a memorandum, brief, judicial opinion or 
other type of legal document are not acceptable. 

 
•  May not be previously published or currently accepted for publication 

in any publication other than in connection with this Competition 
 
•  Must have 1” margins on all sides 
 
•  Must be submitted in electronic form by emailing one copy to:  
 info@philabarfoundation.org. 
 
• Must be submitted with only the title on the first page of the 

submission.  
 

• Each submission shall be accompanied by a separate one-page 
document (form attached) stating the author’s name, law school, 
expected date of graduation, telephone number(s), email address(es), 
mailing address(es) and an abstract of no longer than 100 words 
describing the thesis of the submission. This document, which shall be 
signed by the person submitting the entry, shall also certify the word 
count of the submission and certify that the work is solely the work of 
the author. The author must also certify that the text of the 
submission is no longer than 2,500 words, and the footnotes are no 
longer than 1,000 words.  

 

•  Other than as noted on the one-page document identifying the author 
and describing the submission noted above, the submission may not 
otherwise refer to the identity of the author or the author’s law school. 
This includes direct identification by name, or indirect identification 
by, for example, reference to the size or location of the law school, 
and the like. 
 

•  Receipt will be acknowledged, but submissions will not be returned. 
 

•  A submission that does not comply with any of the above 
requirements will be rejected without further review. 

mailto:info@philabarfoundation.org
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• Must be received by no later than 5:00 p.m. on May 9, 2014.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF AWARDS 

 
Determination of the First, and if chosen, Second and Third Place Awards, 
will be made in June, and winners will be announced as soon as possible 
thereafter. 

 

 

MEMBERS OF JUDGING COMMITTEE 
 

 
The members of the Judging Committee shall be determined by the 
Philadelphia Bar Association Chancellor and the President of the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation, with the Chancellor and President having 
an equal number of members to appoint, and there shall be one 
representative from each area law school as members. 
 
PUBLICATION OF THE WINNING ESSAY 
 
The winning submission will be published on the Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation’s website and on the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Civil 
Gideon Corner. 
 

  

http://www.philabarfoundation.org/kenneth-shear-civil-gideon-legal-justice-essay-competition-and-scholarship-fund
http://www.philadelphiabar.org/page/CivilGideon?appNum=3
http://www.philadelphiabar.org/page/CivilGideon?appNum=3
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“Kenneth Shear Civil Gideon Legal Justice Essay Competition” 
Application Form 

 
Name:   _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

Day Time Phone: __________________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Law School: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Current Year / Expected Year of Graduation:  _____________________________________ 
 
Abstract of thesis (of no more than 100 words): 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I understand that if I am awarded a Scholarship, I must comply with all stated terms and conditions of the 
Kenneth Shear Civil Gideon Legal Justice Essay Competition (“Ken Shear Scholarship”), including the 
requirement to serve as a volunteer as described in the Rules of the Competition, and that my failure to comply 
with any of those terms may result in the forfeiture of the entire Scholarship amount. 
 
I understand that all materials submitted to the Scholarship Selection Committee become the property of the 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation and the Philadelphia Bar Association which reserve the right to issue public 
announcements regarding the recipient of the Scholarship and to publish my essay and/or other information 
about my qualifications.  
 
I understand that I assume responsibility for any and all tax obligations that arise from accepting a Ken Shear 
Scholarship. The Philadelphia Bar Foundation will issue an IRS Form 1099 to Scholarship recipient(s). Any 
concerns regarding tax implications associated with accepting a Ken Shear Scholarship should be addressed to a 
tax advisor. 
 
I further certify that all of the information submitted with and all of the statements made in this application or in 
any document attached hereto are true and correct to the best of my knowledge as of the date below. I certify 
that the essay attached hereto was written solely by me and is my original work and that the text submission is 
no longer than 2,500 words, and the footnotes are no longer than 1000 words. 
 

    ____________________________________ 
    Signature (Electronic Signature if by email) 
 
    Date: ______________________________ 
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